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Creating Apple Lisa KeyCaps

In this guide you will learn how to create key caps for the Apple Lisa keyboard. This could also
apply to just about any kind of keyboard.
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TOOLS: PARTS:

Khaki Rust-Oleum 2x Ultra Cover Everbilt Spring Assorment Kit (1)
Camouflage, 12 0z (1)

Alumilite Amazing Casting Resin (1)
Amazing Mold Putty Kit (1)

Source KeyCap (1)

Sand Paper (1)

Disposable gloves (1)
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https://www.walmart.com/ip/Rust-Oleum-2x-Ultra-Cover-Camouflage-12-oz/35031508
https://www.michaels.com/alumilite-amazing-casting-resin/10269138.html
https://www.michaels.com/amazing-mold-putty-kit/10410575.html#q=Amazing+mild+putty&start=1
file:///Item/Source_KeyCap
http://www.amazon.com/3M-9005NA-Aluminum-Sandpaper-Assorted/dp/B00004Z48U/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1377552439&sr=8-1&keywords=sand+paper
https://www.amazon.com/Ammex-GlovePlus-Nitrile-Disposable-Powder/dp/B007N8VAH4/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1472899759&sr=8-8&keywords=nitrile+gloves
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Everbilt-Spring-Assortment-Kit-84-Pack-13554/203133714?keyword=Spring+assortment+kit&semanticToken=222t00000+%253E++st%253A%257Bspring+assortment+kit%257D%253Ast+cnn%253A%257B0%253A0%257D+cnb%253A%257B0%253A0%257D+oos%253A%257B0%253A1%257D+rt%253A%257Bspring+assortment+kit%257D%253Art+dln%253A%257B569681%257D+qu%253A%257Bspring+assortment+kit%257D%253Aqu
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Step 1 — Selecting Keys

o My keyboard was missing a variety of keys so | needed to select source keys to create the molds.
On the 2nd image all the like-keys are color-coded.

Step 2 — Base Mold

e Mix enough putty that the source
key will fit in. Make sure the edge of
the key is flush with the top of the
putty to ensure the key is the correct
size.
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Step 3 — Connector Mold

@ Once the base mold is set, mix a
tiny amount of putty to press down
into the key. Unseen in this photo:
press the putty down right to the
pegs of the source key so they are
poking holes in the top of the mold.

Step 4 — Gloves

e
o

e Put on a pair of disposable rubber gloves or you'll be peeling off the resin from your fingers for
weeks.
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Step 5 — Casting

e Mix a tiny amount of resin as
directed on the bottle. Ensure you
are measuring accurately. Pour the
resin into the base mold until 3/4th
filled. Put the top mold on top of the
base mold as to cast the connector
onto the mold. Unseen in this photo
is the correct top mold with the
exposed holes on top. Pour liquid
resin into the top to fill the holes

Step 6 — Setting Up

o After about half an hour remove the
key from the mold and set aside to
finish setting up. Be careful not to
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snap the connectors off when
removing from mold. Sand off the
edges if needed.

Step 7 — Painting

@ Once the key(s) have set up, you
can now paint. Be careful not to
overpaint which will lead to the key
being too thick.

Step 8 — Fitting

e Assemble the keys to ensure they
work before writing the key symbols.
If you need replacement springs, |
suggest the spring kit (listed in the
parts section.) it has 8 useable
springs per kit for this kind of
project.
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Step 9 — Key Symbols

@ Once you are happy with the keys,
use a fine tip sharpie to write the key
symbols. Let the sharpie dry for a
day.

While crude, they work quite well especially after you spend a huge amount of time online realizing there
are no places to buy replacement keycaps.
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